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Prelude: 
Give Thanks (Instrumental Version)
Scripture reading:  

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 

Congregational: 
Give Thanks
Drama or Video:
Play Decha audio comedy file

Offering and Announcements:

Message:

Friends, we have a running message series called Habits worth changing. Today’s installment in this series is called selfishness.
Thanks for coming today. We pray that you will be blessed by our service. Let’s invite the Lord to attend and speak to us all regard how this message applies to us.
Opening Prayer:
Heavenly Father it is our desire to be transformed into your likeness. Please teach us and motivate the changes you deem necessary. Speak to us and provide ways to take action in changing from being selfish in Jesus name Amen.
Message Cont'd:

This message will hit home for some of you so please consider what’s being taught and open your hearts for change.
Selfishness has existed most likely since the birth of sin. Scripture and history speaks of many who operated selfishly. 

Let us look at the definitions of selfishness so you and I can ponder if we have been living our life in this manner.
Webster’s Definition of Selfishness:
1 : concerned excessively or exclusively with oneself : seeking or concentrating on one's own advantage, pleasure, or well-being without regard for others
2 : arising from concern with one's own welfare or advantage in disregard of others
Thesaurus:
	Synonyms EGOCENTRIC 2, egoistic, egomaniacal, egotistic, self-absorbed, self-centered, self-concerned, self-interested, self-seeking, self-serving
Idioms ||looking out for number one
Contrasted Words self-denying, selfless, self-sacrificing; altruistic, benevolent, charitable, generous, magnanimous
Antonyms unselfish

Bottom of Form


	


Question:
Would someone that you know see any of the items mentioned in you?
In my opinion people can get into a mode where they do not see the errors of their ways. They may have been behaving this way so long it seems normal to them. For this it is good to ask someone who really knows you to comment on this. Just be open for their response without getting angry with them. 
Secular History:
Saddam Hussein - Under his regime he had many palaces, he abused the people of Iraq, had rape rooms, gassed people … His selfish abusive life style led to his 2 sons dying in a gun battle, him being ousted out of power and was eventually found by the USA coalition troops hiding in a hole in the ground with a lot of U.S currency.
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Bank Robbers – 
(12/30/03 - HOUSTON) — Harris County Detectives say several men wearing blue jumpsuits and ski masks burst into a Klein Bank inside a grocery store on Highway 6 near Little York and demanded money
Robbers stole $US 500,000 ($A675,860) from an unguarded bank in northern Baghdad, Iraqi police said today.
http://www.sdcrimestoppers.com/bank_robbers.htm

Sports - Where teams have individuals who are more interested in their own stats.
Siblings – Keeping things to themselves and refusing to share.
Abortion – In some cases these individuals are more concern with their life than the unborn child.

Divorce – Parents looking out for their own interest at the expense of the children.

Biblical History
Listen to what happened to these two people who had selfish motives:
Acts 5:1-10

Ananias and Sapphira 

1Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 
3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 
5When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 
7About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" 
"Yes," she said, "that is the price." 
9Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." 
10At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 


The stakes were high and full participation was needed. The Lord demonstrated how he felt regarding people elevating themselves over the needs of the early Church. It was as if the power of everyone mattered!
What has selfishness accomplished?
It creates distance between you and another person. 
I am of the opinion that it frustrates the work of the kingdom.

Selfishness accomplishes nothing positive. When it is time to die and please note that the death rate is 100%, all of the material possessions that an individual gathers in his and her lifetime can not go where they will be going. Remember the phrase” You can’t take it with you!” This is so true.

Jesus make it clear how we should prioritize our or life in the following:
Matthew 6:19-20 

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal." 
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I found an article written by a Dr. Motes while researching this topic which gives an opinion that I agree with. It says the following:
Selfishness is the Root of all Evil

· Crime is usually caused by selfishness. Criminals, typically, are people who want what other people have but don't want to work for it. They normally don't care who they hurt to get it.

· Greed is just another word for selfishness.

· Pride is another form of selfishness.

· Selfishness causes some people to kill their unborn children. The child isn't convenient for them at the moment, and it wasn't convenient for them to take precautions beforehand.

· Most people vote based on selfishness. What can the candidate do for me?

· Selfishness causes some people to take more from society than they give in return.

· Selfishness causes some people to complain about the lack of police protection and high taxes simultaneously.

· Selfishness causes others to simultaneously complain about poor public education and high taxes. Obviously, there are exceptions here. Some schools do a poor job of educating children even with large budgets.

· Pollution is caused by selfishness -- some companies are more interested in profit than protecting the environment.

· War is caused by selfishness on the part of at least one country.

· Divorce is a product of the selfish desires of at least one of the two people involved. The goal of each member in a marriage should be to unselfishly give more than they take.

· Selfishness causes companies to be more interested in short-term profits than long-term growth. Managers usually change jobs every 3 or 4 years. Therefore, they want to see the company make a profit while they are there. They don't care if it makes a profit in the future.

· Some drivers are not courteous enough to let other drivers know what they are doing. It just takes too much effort to move their finger four inches and push a lever that takes only 5 ounces of force to push.

· Selfishness and the evil that follows from it will eventually destroy this society

___________________________________________________________________

What causes selfishness?
1. Getting burned
2. Going without for a time and suddenly the items are at your disposal.

3. Self esteem issues feeling like your worth is increase by having things.
Are you Selfish?     

Are you keeping the message of the gospel to yourself or are you spreading the good news?
Are you hording items that can be shared with others?

Are you keeping yourself from others by staying busy?

Are you building your own personal empire just for you or your immediate family?

Does God get your left over time?
Self Examination Time
Play slow classical piano or chords for meditation
Take a few moments to examine yourself. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak, teach and change you as God wills. If you have specific things that you want to request regarding this subject feel free to tell God.
Action Steps:

● Come to your senses.
● Pray every time a selfish desire or motive comes to mind
● Decide to simply give. Remember to keep a balance. It is okay to have some things or   time to yourself.
● Get an accountability partner.
● Read the bible and let Gods words change you and remind you of circumstances in history that selfishness was the wrong thing to do.
● Pickup a tape of this message to listen to it again and again to remind you.
● Love other people as much as you love yourself.

● Pray for your enemies.

●Do not love money or material possessions.

●If someone asks you for something, give them more than they ask for.

● Give to the poor
Conclusion:
You have been informed of this particular sin that has ravished our society.
What choice will you make in seeing if you are catch up in its web?

Friends, if you struggle with this are of sin take action. Let God help you!

Let’s stand for closing prayer!
Closing Prayer:
I am going to read these bible verses and then we will all read a prayer that was taken and rephrased from it. Friends let us pray a prayer based on these bible verses:
Romans 12:1-2
Living Sacrifices 

1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual[1] act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Prayers:

Lord, in view of your mercy we offer to you our bodies as a living sacrifice holy and pleasing to you. This is our spiritual act of worship to you our King. We will no longer conform to this pattern of the world but am asking for you to transform us by renewing our minds. Make us more giving and less self. May you be glorified through our transformation in Jesus name amen.
References:

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/schoolmom/opinion.htm

_1134929141.bin

_1135019731.bin

